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IN THE UN I TfiBr S TAT E S PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Patent Application of 
H. INOUE et al. 



For: GAS TURBINE COMBUSTOR AND OPERATING METHOD THEREOF 
SUBMISSION OF EXPLANATION OF RELEVANCE OF JAPANESE REFERENCES 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 September 10, 2( 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir : 

In the Office Action dated June 18, 2004, the Examiner 
did not initial consideration of Japanese References 
JP 5-172331 and JP 2001-263093 because these references were 
not in the English language and no explanation of the 
relevance of the references was filed. 

Attached is an explanation of the relevance of 
JP 5-172331 and JP 2001-263093 as well of a further 
explanation of the reference ''Development of Combustor LNG. 
Oxygen Firing" as filed in parent Application Ser. No. 
10/083 ,360 . 

It is further noted that the JP 5-172331 reference is 
discussed on page 1 of the specification. 
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Applicants hereby respectfully request that Japanese 
references JP 5-172331 and JP 2001-263093 be considered by the 
Examiner and the initialed PTO-144 9 Form be returned. 

A clean copy of PTO-144 9 Form is attached. 

While it is not believed any additional fees are 
necessary since the Japanese references were filed prior to 
receipt of the first Office Action on the merits, if any 
additional fees are necessary please charge the same to 
Deposit Account No. 50-1417. 



MATTINGLY, STANGER & MALUR, P.C. 
104 East Hume Avenue 
Alexandria, Virginia 22301 
(703) 684-1120 
Date: September 14, 2004 



Respectfully submitted, 




Gene W. Stockman 
Registration No. 21,021 
Attorney for Applicants 
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EXPLANATION 

JF 5-172331: 

It discloses diffusion combustion technique of a gas 
turbine that is the same technical field as the present 
invention. However, the reference does not take into 

consideration NOx reduction and combustion stability. 
Further, it does not disclose the concept of coaxial jet lfows 
of fuel and air injected into the combustion chamber. 

JP 2001-263093 

It was filed (March 17, 2000) before the priority date 
(August 29, 2001) of the present application, and laid-opened 
after the priority date (August 29, 2001) of the present 
application . 

The reference relates to a specific gas turbine combustor 
in the case where methane is used as fuel. The combustor is a 
type wherein methane and oxygen (oxidizer) are coaxially 
jetted into the combustion chamber and carbon dioxide gas is 
recovered. 

The reference discloses coaxial jet of two kinds of 
medium, but it does not disclose the concept that usual gas 
turbine fuel and air are jetted to be coaxial jet flows. 
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Development of Combustor LNG. Oxygen Firing 

It is a document for presentation concerning the 
above-mentioned JP 2001-263093 and presented (January 5, 2001) 
before the priority date (August 29, 2001) of the present 
application. The content is the same as JP 2001-263093. 
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